
 

 

How to review suspensions and exclusions 
Process flow chart 

 

The pupil is excluded. 

Will the exclusion result in the pupil 
missing an exam or national curriculum 

test? 

Is the exclusion permanent? The panel must meet within 15 school 
days of receiving notice of the exclusion 
to consider reinstatement. This should 
be prior to the exam if possible. In the 
case of a maintained school, if there is 

not enough time to convene a panel, the 
chair of governors may consider it 

alone. 
Will the pupil have had more than 15 

days exclusion this term? 

The panel must meet within 15 school 
days of receiving notice of the exclusion 

to consider reinstatement. Will the pupil have had more than 5 
days exclusion this term? 

The governing board must consider any 
representations made by parents but 

does not have the power to decide 
whether to reinstate the pupil. 

Have the pupil’s parents made 
representations about the exclusion? 

The panel is not required to meet and 
cannot overturn the decision of the 

headteacher. 

The panel must meet within 50 school 
days of receiving notice of the exclusion 

to consider reinstatement. 
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For an exclusion of less than 5 days the panel is not 
required to meet but must consider any representations. 

It cannot overturn the decision of the headteacher. 


